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311 started out playing little clubs in the Omaha area

several years ago. They made several albums in their home-
town and grew from there. 311 moved to Los Angeles in
order to record their first album on Capricorn Records, simply
titled "Music." 311 has played allover the United States and I

Europe and have developed a pretty big fan base. The band
has made several video's and have a little feature in the
November issue of High Times. 311 is a powerful mix of hip
hop. reggae. rap. and rock. Their influences range from BOB
MARLEY to BAD BRAINS. Their self-titled album was
released in the Summer and has been selling pretty well
ever since. I had a chance to speak with the lead guitarist
of 311. Timothy Mahoney. Here's a rundown of the inter-
view.

Diesel: What happened to Eddy Offord? Tim:

Eddy Offord went crazy. I shouldn't say he went crazy, but in a
lot of respects, he did. Right when we started working on
"Grassroots," he started drinking a lot, and things developed
to a point where we were unable to work with him. It was
just kind of a falling out, and we ended up doing most of the
album by ourselves. We did run the drum tracks in a studio.
and everything else was overdubed at the house. We just had
a falling out, and ever since then, we haven't talked to him.

. Diesel: Now that you're being played on mainstream
radio, do you think that radio has had a bigger effect than
word of mouth? Tim: Not for us, but maybe, that's the case
for some bands. For us. this is our third record with
Capricorn. and it's like we've been building from a grassroots

level ever since we started touring. We've developed a fan
base over the years, and that fan base has developed by worn
of mouth. For us, it's like one song is out there for radio. ana
that's only one song of so many that aren't played. I think it's
hard to represent the family with one song. I think our music
spreads by word of mouth and all the people coming to shows
to check us out. Diesel: What do you think of stage

divers? Tim: It's okay,
as long as they get up

and get off. The
only time it's a
problem is

~ ~ when people
" " get up and run

around and dance on stage. They tend to stay on stage. We
have guitars and stuff up there, so for me. I have equipment
on the ground. I can't really have anybody dancing by me. I
don't really mind as long as they get up and get off. If that's
all they do. it's okay by me. Diesel: Two of your shows in
Salt Lake were at a 21 and over club. Did you play there
because you have no choice, or because you might have
been paid more? Tim: When we first started coming here,
that was the only place we could get to play. When we first
started touring, we didn't have fans and stuff, so we had a
booking agent, and it was his job to get us shows. A lot of
times, the promoters have an easier job booking shows that
are 21 and over, where they can make money off the bar. The



Diesel: What happened to your RV? nobody should go to jail for those. As
Did you know that you'd be fundshed long as it's in a safe environment, I'm all
with a bus, if the RV wu destroyed? for it. Diesel: Do you think that play·
Tim: It was not a plot to get this bus. la, atoned eDhances your perf er-
We were just out of Springfield, mance? Tim: No. I wouldn't say it
Missouri, and we had the fuel filters enhances my performance. A lot of
replaced. We had a bad exhaust system. times, I am high when I play, but some-
I think the bad exhaust sparked a flame, times I am not. I wouldn't say that it's
which ignited some fuel somehow. It any better or worse. There are other fac-
went down in flames when it hit the gas tors. How the music sounds on 'stage
'.,'nt~m.._,f.~I\\t,llld""gOJ.ltt~Uo.,a.4",.tQ",..1be. "..,,~.,,,.~, ,.:,-,:,,.eachni~t is a .little more important

amount of money we were paid at the
time would have bee irrelevant. We
pretty much do all even though
some states require e play 18 and over.
Diesel: What d downs
of liviD, Ia Lo. ? How doe. it
compare to Me
different in a lot
a great place to
school. After
growing. Part

"Music" w
thought that "
song that s out more. Was there
a censorshi thing that kept you from
releasing" ydr poDic" as the first
single? Tim: Ithink that it was the
record company's choice to release that
single. They wanted to pick a song that
they think would work with radio and
was more friendly and had a chance.
That's probably why they chose that one,
so we really didn't have much say in it. I
think that it would have been cool to
release "Hydroponic" as the first single.

and information line. P-Nut's mother
and stepfather run that thing. They
have done a good job of staying on top of
that. It has really helped us out a lot.
Fans that want to come to the shows can
now call and get information on the tour
and venues. Diesel: Was your original
intent to mix several types of music?
What do you think about other bands
doing it these days? Tim: I think that
Nick and SA really enjoy rapping and
singing. I play guitar and enjoy that.
We are all into hip hop, so it's a natural
thing that happens when we make

because they were on two previous
albums, I guess. We used some of the ,
songs from "Unity" for the album,
"Music," but "Slinky" was a song for
that period of time, and we wanted to
leave it that. Diesel: Do you think
that hallucinogens, such as mush·
rooms and LSD, should be legalized?
Tim: Yeah. I do. I think that a human
being should be able to do whatever they
.want with their body as long as they
don't infringe on the rights of other peo-
ple and stay out of other people's reality
tunnels. At least decriminalize, because



music. A lot of things just happen, and it really depends on
each song as to what happens. We decide whether to rap or
. sing. As far as other bands, we've toured with a lot that are
into mixing up styles. The band we're out with right now is
called NO DOUBT. They mix ska and punk rock with really
good singing and horns. We travel with a lot of good bands.
We've travelled with the URGE. They're a good band, but
they haven't been signed yet They have some sort of ind:e
deal, but I can't believe they haven't been signed to a major
label. Other bands include the PHUNKjUNKEEZ, SHOOTYZ
GROOVE,and there are a couple others. A lot of the bands
mixing tend to be underground bands. RAGE AGAINST THE
MACHINE is similar, but they are a little bit heavier than us.
SUBLIME's cool. I've listened to them and watched them
play. I think that over the
past couple of years, people
have gotten into the kind of
music,and it's a little scene
which started and has grown.
Diesel: Do you notice a siz·
able difference between
clubs and bigger shows?
Tim: Yeah. It's definitely a
different energy. It's really
cool playing big shows
because you can feel. all the
people's energy. .It's also
great to play the smaller
places because of the intensi-
ty. I say they both have their
pros. Diesel: What do you
think about people who call
you sellouts? Tim: I'd have

. to say that they have no idea
what they are talking about.
God. Ifwe're sellouts, then
every band you see on MTV or
hear on the radio is a bigger
sellout than us. I really don't
care what people like that

. think. They don't have to lis-
ten to·us or come to our
shows. Diesel: What's your
favorite place to play and
why? Tim: I don't have a
favorite place to play. All the
shows have been going really good this year. Every show is a
blast. I think the crowds vary from town to town, but their all
good crowds. Salt Lake is going to be a good show. We did
Denver last night, and that was a good show. Diesel: Was
the picture inside "Grassroots" taken from an old
Playboy? Tim: That's so funny you should ask that. We were
just looking at my laminate yesterday, and I always forget. I
know I've heard it a bunch of times, but I always forget. I
think it's a modem day picture that they are trying to make
look like an olden day picture. Diesel: Did you guys meet
Daddy Freddy? Tim: Well, we had a mutual friend who knew
him. He'd hang out a couple times and smoke with us. He
would take us and hook us up with the "Lambsbred." He
hooked us up with weed a bunch of times. He's a fucking nice·

guy. We asked him if he'd be interested in laying down some
vocals for "Nix Hex." He came into the studio one day and
laid it all down. Diesel: Do you have any idea of the style
on the next album? Tim: I don't know. We haven't put any
new songs together since the Iast recording session. We're
going to take off December and January and go out February,
so we will be playing shows all of next year. The next time we
will start recording is hard to say. Die el: In a couple of
yean doWD.the ro d, do you plan on keeping on playing
music, or do you plan to start a famll,.? Tim: It's too late
to turn back now. We plan on being like a GRATEFUL DEAD
or any of those bands that stay together for a long time. I
plan on playing until Ican play -10 .longer. I think everybody
feels the same way. We're striving for longevity. Not many

bands out there last a long
like the GRATEFUL
did. We'll be playing

even ifwe're jazz or reggae
we're fifty. Diesel:
are some of the things

you tell peopl~ when they
ask what 311 means? 'lim:
We tell everybody something
different. One of them is that
it was a number dictated to
me by a higher intelligence.
The number 3 in numerology
represents male, and I think
11 is magic. It does not mean
KKK. K is the eleventh num-

in the alphabet, I can tell
you that it does not mean that.
It's our band, and Ithink that
it's sort of generic. It doesn't
apply to anything, so you have
to rely on the music to judge
us. Diesel: do you notice

stuff that people put
tezetner on the internet
about 311? TIm: We don't.
We travel, so we'd probably
need a cellular modem or
something like that. I do real-
ly enjoy checking it out, but I
rarely get a chance.

------- ....Sometimes, the fan club
records conversations and mails us copies. I think that there
is a really cool network out there. I'd like to write down the
guitar tabs with the help of Chad. I think that would be fun.
Diesel: What do you expect from the Salt Lake crowd
tonight? Tim: I don't know. Word is that the show is sold
out. Last time we were here, we were tripping out because
we were looking at the stadium thinking how big it was.
There was a good turnout at that show. We are hoping the
turnout will be like last time or even bigger. We're excited. I
think it will be great. I think all the people will soak up the
sound. We're gonna rock it.


