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sweat hos

IF THERE IS any truth to the adage
that genius is one percent inspi-
ration and 99 percent perspira-
tion, then 311 must be one of
the most brilliant bands of its
generation. The Nebraska-bred,
L.A.-based quintet has amassed
a dedicated grassroots follow-
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ing largely based on its aggro
live performances, which rou-
tinely leave both audience and
band drenched in sweat.

“I’d like to think that our
fans come to see us for our
music,” says Nick Hexum, the
group’s lanky lead singer and
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rhythm guitarist. “But | have to
admit that when you get that
many people moshing the way
they do at our shows, it does
become an almost tribal expe-
rience. And I’m sure some of
the kids come to the shows
just for that.”

Over the course of three
albums and four years of
relentless touring by the band,
word of 311’s unique blend of
hard rock, funk, hip-hop and
reggae has spread from
skatepunks to stoners, as evi-
denced by the band’s appear-
ances on both the mellow
HORDE tour and the punk rock
Warped Tour this summer. Gui-
tarist Timothy ). Mahoney and
bassist P-Nut provide a rock-
hard foundation for S.A, Mar-
tinez and Hexum’s rapped
vocals, with Hexum adding an
occasional melody line in his
sweet, pure tenor.

The band’s most recent
album, 1995’s 311, focuses on
their harder-edged, hip-hop
side, but guitarist Mahoney
thinks the follow-up will rock
even harder, giving him a chance
to contribute more solos. “That
last record is really dense and
really hard,” he notes. “But we
all want to stretch out a little
more on the next one.”
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in founding the station.
| Applications are available
from the Kristen Pfaff Memo-
: rial Scholarship Fund Com-
mittee, PO Box 580578, Min-
neapolis, MN 55458-0578.
| LINER NOTES, a new
. series of compact disc-sized
- books produced by noted rock
journalist DAVE MARSH,
debuted with biographies
. of NEIL YOUNG and SOUL
ASYLUM. The tiny
tomes include pho-
tos, timelines and
juicy historical
data.
Progressive
rock icons
RUSH and
JETHRO TULL
have been honored with a
pair of loving tribute albums.
The Tull tribute, To Cry You a
Song (a Collection of Tull
Tales) features performances
by three members of the orig-
inal Tull band—MICK ABRA-
HAMS (guitar), GLENN COR-
NICK (bass) and CLIVE
BUNKER (drums). The RUSH
tribute, while Neil-, Alex- and
Geddy-free, does feature con-
tributions by the likes of SKID
ROW’S SEBASTIAN BACH,
STEVE MORSE, GEORGE
LYNCH and JAKE E. LEE.
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