


we're definitely very positive. II

That positivity pulsates on the antago-
nistic, rapid-fire rocker, Guns (Are for
Pussies).

B..... ;'J'That'sa positive thing from the other
"'t side" of it," he says. lilt's kind of like
beinq angry about something that so
normal in America. Everybody's got a
qun, It brings out q positive message inan angry way. II ""

The message is somewhat apropos
considering the five: felJas'who make up

ahQney,
the ever..

rdgrew~' n middle
f'lo be and then

'" .: :"ern California in 1992.
Y~ah, we're all in Omaha, and

N:i,:Ck: Tim, B'nd'thad all went to the
sa;tne school, same year, and played in

;-different bands together, too." informs
fp~Nut. "Those are the West Siders. And
-then the South Siders are me and SA.
.And we went to the same school, except
he graduated just before I got there."
But, while the guys have been together

for a fair amount of time, and have put
out three major label recordings, there is
still an II introducing yourself" mentality
to much of their eponymous third
release. Down brought anyone who had
been along for the ride up to date with
the feverish chorus of "We've changed
a lot and then some, somelYou know
that we have always been down, down".
And T&P Combo, the' funky, fist-waver
that closes the disc, finds the boys brag-
ging, "We played in a little house where

conditions got squalid/ But where we are
now-solid" .
That's one of the reasons we self-titled

the record, II P-Nut admits. IIWe knew
that this was going to be the introduc-
tion for the so-called average American
to be able to hear us, because before
that it was all word-of-mouth. We were
just a good live show. And it's funny that
you should mention T&P because that's
the only song I had a hand in writing for
the record. That song is definitely my
style mixed in with Tim.

"Chad and Nick come up with the

songs, really, for 311. They've just been
coming up with the songs for so long.
Chad used to write 20-part drum lines
for the Drum Corps back in Omaha, and
his team got number one in the district
just because Chad knows what he's
doing. And Nick's been writing songs
since he was, like, six. He's an old piano
player, and if you have that background
you can write music easily.If
You would be' hard-pressed to uncover

any tickling of the ivories layered into
311 's music, however. Though
a turntable does turn up on
more than a few cuts, furiously
put to work by co-lead vocalist
Martinez (he and Hexum share
duties).
"Most bands that do use

turntables really rely on them,"
pontificates P-Nut. "It's a sta-
ple. Usually, there will be a OAT
player, two turntables, and
some MC's, right? For us,
we've already got a band
behind it, so the turntables just
enhance what we're are doing.

SA adds in fills because there
aren't really turntable parts
written down or anything. It
fills up space with an instru-
ment used in a way that it's not
relied on."
With 311, recently surpassing

the Platinum milestone- a year
and a half after its June '95
release- the "band, with pro'!"
ducer Ron Saint Germain,
seemingly know whereof they
speak. And record number four
is presently in the works, slated
for an early summer release.

III've already written two
songs for the next one, II he says. If It's
going to dabble in the 311 realm of
music and it will expand, too. More mile ...
a-minute stuff. I've got some really cool
stuff going on it and I can't wait for peo-
ple to hear it. I wrote a song on my fret-
less and I wrote a ska song. "
Any working titles?
/I Actually, /I says the guy who earned

his nick-name as a result of slapping his
bass so fu riously one day, a friend or two
said the veins bulging from his head
made it look like a peanut, "I'm really
fond of Working Title. II
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