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FEATURE | ALAN SCULLEY

ar 3 band like 211, which ks now 26
F}wears Into RE caresr, hergs been na

quesiion sbaut whemer the group
neags 10 make new sibums, sccarding 1o
waeallst Mick Hexum.

Some wateran bands (Asrosmiih and
Styx being 3 prime examples) have da-
patad whether thare's any polnt 1o making
new musle. in todsy s Ereaming/dawn-
a3dng world, 3loum S312E have noss-
divad 1o whara Its afficult @ racoup tha
axpenees that ga Into a new alum. And
with deep catalogs of fan-favorite sangs,
groupe e Asrasmith and Styx — a5 wel
38 311 — dorT nesd new materal for thelr
concarts. Audiances are N3ppy ta hear the
e and prime album tracks.

But Haxurn Eays 311 ks 36 Intent 38
2VEr on making new aloums, and In Tec
could finleh Bs nexd elwdie lcum before
ha end of the year. Whather doing a new
alburn makes sconomis Beness I8 reay not
the lssue
for 311.

=Fignt now we el 50 fired up about
ha new music.” Haxurn gald. *| remembear
when Asrosmith came out with that jguots)
THEr2's no point In making 3 new alourm,” |
ind of fzi loe H you weare making songe
hat you wara 35 axched 3DoUT of ware as
goad 35 'Sweel Emofion,’ you would Just
do L. You wouldn 13k no Tor 30 SnNEwar.
You would put out that racord. So | ust
1hinik & varkee from band to band. Some
pands get really plgeonholed In 3 cer-
1ain style, 50 that’s what | love abaut (us)
n&lsting am being ecectic. Therefare, I
we wara |lice AZDC or Ecmeming, whers
people sxpectsd 3 really specific soung,
1hat might e hard 10 keap going past 30
yaare. Sut far us, 'we can Just ranetion
o athar coal styles that feel fresh. And
3E long 38 the fan DIEE NENgE With UE,
weTe 3l good”

Al ihe moment, 211 Is out haadining
is Linfty four, which nms through August.
Hexum and his bandmates, drummar
Chad Sexion, basskst, P-Mut, guRarkst Tim

Manoney and vacalEtdes|sy B4 Martinez,

will gertainly b2 facused on putng an he
best shows ey can

But In takking %o Hexwm during 3 mid-
June phone Infervies, s also clear that
thaughts about Te next 311 sudio altum
wan't ba far fram fis mind afiher. He =aid
s llkety the band will work on 3 few of
%= unfinished Eongs during the bour and
e ready 1o Snksh the naxt aloum nat long
afer the group membsers come aft of the
road.

The band gof Busy on e album aarty
1hie year, hitting the shudlo befare 311 Cay,
1ha two-night siand March 11 and 12 In
Mew Orieans, where the tand played epe-
dal exfended shows for e diehand fans

"W want In two batches and we
finished up elght sange before 311 Cay.”
Hewum sald “VWe're on batch twa, which
probably R3E four Eongs 5o far S0 ra-
ally we da have an album waorlh done, a
raguiar kzngih Aloum. Cwer summer we'l
be able to finlsh out a few more. Then the
first batch |6 already recorded for real. . Sa
1hat's good 1o know wa have baelcally tha
core af the album dane. Then we'll came
nome and finlsh up batch two and put it
aut”

What has Hexum parficularty axcisd ks
1hat the naxt aloum I Laking 311 In soms

311 /UNITY TOUR

new muelcal directions.

"I think wa're more Influencad by mare
madem siulf on this ona,” Hexum sals
deseribing the In-pragress album. “\we
iind of ga through cycles whears some-
imes ‘weTe hapay [uEt doing Ik bread
and butter 311 etyles. And maybe that,

1o me. | love It an {the mEnd's pravious
Albwm “Slerealihie,” but the rap-rocic
and slult llke ™at, that was a Iite bl
more koiing back. And | would B3y s
current batch I a itlie b mare looking
forward, ke let's make Eure these unes
dor sound ke anying else we've done
Defora. S0 therg's 3 10t mare unlguensss
n tha current bateh. That's axcEng |
dor feal thara's any end In sight with
new [deas. it 6eams Ik the new ldeas
Just keap coming and caming, and lately
hawve bean raally Talling

aut of the sky. So B's encouraging.”

Haxum s3ld In his c3s8, he's Dean
muenced by IEEning 1o new mMUEIS he's
©OME 3CTIEE 0N Various siraaming sar-
WiCEE, whare arists are cross-pollinzang
slyles llka reggas wiih dubsiap ar explar-
ng warlatians an drum-and-bass muske
and raggas rapging

*I lpwe the streaming &ervices, both

Apole Muslc and Spotify,” Hexum =31d.

hawa huge playlists, and | oan slE0 use
thirge 12 Pandara to find new artiste In
that parre. Whare 3 few years 300, | was
miare ke laoking back i ke tha Meters
and P-funk, now lately s just baen raally
nesw sRult. Thats the grest thing about
miLsic = ITE 3 naver-ending joumey.”

311 sfarted He muslcal journey io-
gether In 1292 In Omaha, Mebraska. The
group enjoyed a gradual buld In populart-
ty 3= f released early rap-rock orlemed ak-
bueme lka “Kuslc” (1593) and “Grassroole”
[1244). Than came a first Breaicthrough
Wit the 1905 ses-89ad CD (350 Knawn
3E Th2 Biua Album), which featured tha
numbar one modarn rock single, “Coan,”
and & fop flva modern roci hit,” Al Wixed
Up-

Another hit, *2ome Original,” ar-
rwed In 1998 on e growp's Sh album,
“Soundsysiem,” and Me group's canser
hit another peai in 2003 whan Its sevanih
album, “Evalvar,” produced twa mara kit
singles, “Creatures {For A Whilel” and
“Lowe Song,” the |afer baing a cover af
a sang by the Cure. Four mare shudio

albums have arrvad since fen, and
last yaar, 311 put out 3 4-disc bax et
“Archive,” featuring cutiakes and demos
fromi b5 25 years of recording EESSIONE.

Hexum campared the In-progress
naxt alourn to the 12495 “Slue Album”® In
the way It blende styles.

"Tha 'Blua Albunt had 3 gacd amount
of raggas mixed wih hip-hop,” he sald
“A s0Ng Ik AN Mixed Lo’ ks 3 dancehal
reggas song. but i's got a hip-hap bead,
but reggas elnging. | would say (thara’s)
more of those Kind af cross-genre things
that camizine the |abast In what's golng an
In Jamalza and the electranic world and
then wim famillar (styles).”

1 sounds Ik Hexum and his band-
mates will try o epand whataver ime
they have avaliabie an the tour working
on new maEierial. Sut Hexum ks alsa look-
Ing forward 1o the shows an Te Unity
tour, which figure 82 fagtura varked sat
lists from Ehaw to show.

“Wihat's cool I we Just kind of go
wharavar the group conscous leads us,”
2 Eald 0f 3116 concens. “So well have
the 521 llst mastng after sauna check
evary day. Maybe we'll dig Infa ‘Archiva.’
Mayba well want ta play ald rockens. \We
did debud a couple of new songe at 311
Day, called ‘Hey Yo' and tsland Sun, =0
wha knows when we will bust those out
naw and then. But ['s fun to have tha
freadom 1o nat nesd fa play 3 ceraln
album wihen wa'te an knd of ke an off
cycle yaar ke this. It wag probably lke
15 years ago now Mat we Gald "You know
whal, we ara primarly 3 Ilva band. 5a
we'na Just going to go four evary sLmmiar
and work the albums around at'™
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