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311 returned fo the Verizon Wirsless Amphitheater with their Unity Tour, this time featuring fellow Woras \
radic kings Offspring. The mull-platinum bands proved why they have ruled the rock scene, pumpiﬂ ! L

out a plethora of pop-driven hits and satisfying fans" urge for some summer music fun. 3
'| ;

Although the live touring industry has taken a nosedive in summer 2010, no sipns of an adverse | -

economy showsed this Sunday, 85 droves of dedicated fans flocksd to the huge open-air venus and |\ | s

filled every space. The audiance includad a varied mix of people: fans since the bands’ inception

jonesing for some ninetles nostalgla, to thalr kids earrying on the tradition. Diehard devotess and
. casuzl fans of rock radio alike could likely sing the lyrics to almost every song played.

Offspring continued to taur bahind their 2008 smash record Rise snd Fall, Rege and Grace, opening 3
tha show with second single "You're Gonna Ge Far, Kid." Singer Dexter Holland, with his signature +
blsached hair and opaque sunglasses, pumped up the crowd. r

The first few bass notes indicating road-rage anthem "Bad Habit™ wafted cut, and the crowd burst into
excitament as the cldie lsunched into s famillar punk fasiness. *] still do not believe this shil” Daxter
genuinely exclaimed In reaction to thelr fans’ anthuslasm. As the song picked back up, everyone |
sang along a capella to the sxplative-lsden bridgs, "You stupid dumbshit goddamn motherfucker!™
Los Angeles traffic will do that to you_

Patin Parada
Offspring debuted a new song thus far publicly deamed, "The Mew Song™) fram thair forthcoming Drums
record, which they plan to release at the end of 2010. The new song bagan with a few minor notes and
saamed slowar than the upbest singles from thair ka5t album, but it was catchy nonetheless.

A string of hits followed, including *Come Duwt and Play,” "All | Want," and "Hammerhead.” While the
band mambers' sendority is baginning to show physically, they stil infused their show with contaglous
energy. Guitarist Noodles's hair color betrayed his age, but he continued to jump arcund and traverse
the stage like he was a coupla decadas younger.

As darkness fully descended, Dexter broke it down with a solo rendition of *Gone Away.” Devoling it
to loved ones lost, he removed his shielding sunplasses and accompanied himseif on piano for the)
emotional song. Keeping on the touching nole, the band joined for *Kristy, Are You Doing Okay?”

Dexter also dadicated a cover of "Guns of Brixton™ to Tha Clash cofoundsr Jos Strummer.

The hit parade continued with skadaced "Why Don't You Get A Job?," fam fave "Staring at
the Sun,” the still-hilaricus "Pretty Fly (For 8 White Guy),” and radic staples "The Kids Aren't
Alright™ and "In;l' Esteem.”

[Cont'd on page 26)
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(The Unity Tour cont'd from page 24)

A sample announcing 311 blasted over the speakers as the audience chanted along, *Three-sleven! “
{Three, three-sleven!™ A spotlight hit frontman Mick Hexum playing the opening riff to “Down,” and
tha crowd went crazy. Vocalist 5A Martinez skipped happily around the stage, bobbing his head and
j enthusiastically spitting lyrics, ’

¥ |
311 have been able to rise above the unforgiving rap-rock stigma that dragged down similar bands
of their era. Blending their sound with a funk, reggee-fusion vibe insulated them from being pegged
with similar criticisms and kept fans interestad. !
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The band was bathed in smoky aqua lights for favorite “Come Original,” and the crowd mraw'f;
up their arms in compliance with the lyrics. While 5A and Hexum danced around stage for the
majority of the show, they remained st their mic stands for “Indla Ink."

“Applied Science” festured an extended drum solo that nicaly split the 23-song set. The normally
non-drumming members also pounded skins, with four colorful drums flanking Chad Sexton's kit.
Thair fun rhythenic trest and mid-air sticks switch pumped up concertgoers befors

they launched into "Brodels.”

Dressed Iin his beloved yellow Lakers jumpsult, P-Nut later parformed a solo on
8¢ his bass, with s fancy light-up fret board glowing. The band's highlighting of A
Individual members'talents, especially including instruments ©
like bass that are often overlcoked when the time comes

for solos, was refreshing comparstive to other acts. But
fams who have attended multiple tours could potentially become 9
bored with the band's repeated use of drumlines and bass solos.
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| In addiicn to hits like “Beautiful Disaster,” “Amber,"” and “Creatures
| (For a While)™ 311 also deliverad lesser recognized songs like
] "Talyed," “Purpose,” "Flowing,” and *What Was | Thinking?™ Tha -

Hebraska band ended with an encore that included a fun mash-up ') _"' )
| and old song “Omaha Styles.”
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Both bands' abilty to continue pulling in an % b t‘ P ]
abundance of fans, churm out modern rock hits, ¥ L] .
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I 4& =nd remain relevant after existing for over twenty f‘ 1N &
fickle Industry. Summer 2010"s The Unity Tour was_ ] ' "."'1.
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a tastament not only to their current staying power, | | 4. ] ’ - y .
g but to their promiss for the future. 1y A \ i"". -1: ‘.. : ;1 '
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