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SIETHE BOYS OF SUMMER
Ifed like dw B;ggest fau and 1 ’ust ‘mppen to be in the band” - P-Nut
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE INTERVIEWS WITH: B O AL . cann

A PERFECT CIRCLE ©) . ;4 = Aueust
SEBASTIAN BACH | UNCLE MURDA FREE
GUSTER | BULLY FROM D-BLOCK

COMEDY, SPORTS & MORE!

ALSO...GENE WEEN and ORCHARD LOUNGE at Daniel Street!
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This isswe is flled with bands that ane known for pulting on greal summaer tours
like QAR and Guster. Whether if's bands like these or the big festrvals like Lol
Iapalooza or Bonnaroo that get you excited there is no doubt that ive music
and big summer lours are one of, if not THE reason people look forward to the
warmes! season the mosl.

One band has managed to become widely suecesshil as a summer louring acl,
almost never taking a year off and consistently selling out their shows for the
past twenty years. In the year 2011 is seems appropriate that this is the year
that 3...11, who celebrated "311 Day" in style this past March {3/111/11), ce-
ments themsalves as THE premiene summer rock band,

With their newest recond Universal Pulse hitting stores last week and their big
three-day Pow Wow Festival on the horizon, 311 could not be happier with
where their caneer is at the moment. Aaron “P-Nul® Willis has been slappin’ the
bass for 311 since the band formed in the late B0's. He dropped by The Sound
o talk about the new record, how the band has maintained their level of suc-
ce6s, and a whole lot more

“Wiere just trying lo take advantage of this momenium we have, Ever since the
year clicked over into 2011 we've soen it as if we work hard enough we can
really gt people excited aboul the new music and tha tour. =

311 have separated themaelves from the pack by tourning almost every single
summaer, whathad they are supporting a new album or not, vowing to pleass
their exiremely dedicated fan-base by providing them with a wide variety of
their extrernely vast library of material You never know wihal song you might
hear 311 play off of their ten studio albums, something you can't say about
every band out there, P-Nut lalks about the added pressure of having aimaost
avery ona of thair over 200 songs in ther back pocka at all times by saying,
"W know the songs. They'ne in there somewheare, Memarization is something
thal & fouring band has io be good at and if you're in 311 you have o be really
pood at it *

It's clear the band has very high standards for what they are able to put out
there for their audience and the fact that they maintain that high standard is
what keeps the same people coming out each and every year.

“We've gotia play 70 plus songs on a tour or | don't think were working hard
enough. And we're not testing the audience cause that's longevity for me. If

you test your audience in a way that they appreciate it and you stretch them a
litile bit and they expand, and they're just more and mare open io what you're
capable of, than you've got & career in front of you son! Its not going o
dwindle, i's going to expand. You're going to get better and your audsence is
going o come along for the ride.”

311's lours have become synonymadus with the summer months, as every year
around MayiJure fans of the band expect that tickets for that years annual
party hosted by 311 will soon be on =ale. You begn io see the same faces
coming back each year, wearing the amauni of 311 shows they have been o
a3 a badge of honor

311 are known fior hawving a diverse crowd of men and women of all ages and
backgrounds at thelr shows. This is due 1o in part o how complex of a band
311 is. When talking about their average crowd P-nut savs, “I's a diverse
group no matter what. We're not one kind of band.”

311 also manages to reach a very wide audience by consiantly bringing bands
or acts on tour with them that may not be exactly like them. Last summaer they
toured with The Offspring. a high energy punk band that seems to fit in with

311 tracks Bke Down and Feels So Good. In the past however 311 has toured
with Hip Hop acts like The Roots, Jay-Z and Snoop Dogg., acts that 311 fits in
with based on rap-like elements in their sound but also in their quest for uniy,
using thei relationships with great artisis in other genres 1o unite heir audi-
ences and creale a wider scope, P-nut remembers the Snoop Dogg tour in par-
ticular for something they leamed through the process of sharing the stage with
such an icon

“l don't think were ever going fo let someone thal famous open up for us, aven
if they say yes. That was climbing a mountain every night. | think in between
our songs people were like "hey you remember when Snoop Dogg was on and
hee was killing it with the gin and the juice?”

311 spend so much time on the road that most of their memories are associ-
ated with being in & certain location at 8 certain time, and perhaps a specific
show, P-Nul remembers where the band was the day that Michael Jackson
died. 311 was playing on the Cantral Park Summer Stage. a big moment for
the band even without the history making aspect of 8 music legend's passing.

It Tt like fhis turmeng of the page. As much as everyone knew exacily whal he
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was doing for a few years. It was just crazy playing that gig in New York really

fedt like the emational key to the city for me, and maybe 1o a lesser degree lo the
other guys. | get caught up in the emaotion of it all. But it really feels ke, when a
city let us play sacred ground like that, that all this hard work has really paid off.

The one thing that might have been missing from 311's summer legacy was
thair own festival but that has changed since 311 has created The Pow Weow
Festival, a three-day event in Florida the first weekend in August where 311 will
be playing four sets, including their album Transistor in it's entirely, while baing
accompanied by several other bands lke Sublime w/ Rome, Deflones, Reel Big
Fish and more! Whether the festival becomes an annual event or not it still acts
as another symbol of 311 success, as not any band could put together an
event like this and sell an entire festival based solely on their reputation as a
band, 311 puts on these really cool shows for their fans because their fans do
such a good job of letting the band know what i s they want, P-nut shares, “our
fans came up with the idea for 311 day, that's how in tune our fans ane with
where we need to go®

P-Nut seems to think that if the festival is a success it is somathing we could
see every year, As for the cruise thal took place this past March, P-nut reveals
that it will not be the last. "Were going to announce details about another cruise
after Pow Wow is done.”

The latest record, Universal Pulse, seems to acknowledge 311's place as a
summer band as a whaole but does so most notably with it's first single, “Sunset
in July® which directly refers to the shows 311 plays each year during the
summer nights. “Rockers by my side, time's fiying by” sings Nick Hexum during
the song's charus, serving as a thank you to the many concert goers who make
it a point to check out 311 around July or August each and every year,

Universal Pulse seems like the perfect addition fo the 311 catalog with songs
that talk about the summer, thank their fans, and anthems you can picture being
a pari of great sets down the road. Universal Pulse Is both short and sweel.
P-Mut talks about why Universal Pulse, their shoriest album yet, s only 8 fracks:

"Were about 50% independent, no one is telling us that we have t put 11
songs on the album n o ane is telling us we cant put 25 songs. Its great. Were in
the do what we wanl phase and it feels nght. The thing that we need to do
though, since the culpul is a little lower album wise, we need to keep the music
coming out at a faster rate and that's the challenge were giving ourselves.”

P-nut shares some details about the bands songwriting process, saying that
although they all work together to create the majority of the material that “its
either Nick or Chad to come up with the first idea for a song, almost always.”
P-nit goes on however 1o share a specific story of how the first track on Univer-
sal Pulse, "Time Bomb" was written in a collaborative effort:

“Mick just grabbed me and said were going to write lyrics right now: | called
my wife and fold her | was going to be a little late and two hours |ater, with Bob
Rock in the room we hashed oul what ended up being ke 80% of the song.
The cherus kind of came out of me in one sentence.”

P-nut continues 1o talk about how special it is when something is organically
created out of nothing, comparing the satisfaction to actually being on stage and
playing the song itself:

"That's almos! as good as playing a show. It is a little bit better than playing a
show, just coming up with scmething right n the spot that tums into something
that you know people really enjoy,”

311 is one of the few bands who have managed 1o maintain a level of suc-
cess without being looked at as a failure for not becoming the biggest band in
the world and without being looked at as sell-outs for playing huge venues year
round. The balance between respect from their fans and admiration for the
enlire process is what keeps 311 grounded and their fans along for the ride with
them, P-nut describes their place in music as “were under the radar but were
playing amphithealers. its great, we don't need and but this touring machine to
really help us and our audience see each other.”

The fast paced and energetic two hour sets that 311 puts on each week are
only samgle sizes of the monster performances they save for special cccasions
ke 311 Day or next week's Pow Wow Festival. Whereas most bands waste
70% of their songs by never breathing second life into them after the albums,
311 makes sure that you feel validated for stening to the entire album. "] fes!
ke the biggest fan and | just happen to be in the band, And | just happen o be
abile o mfluence our direction fo a certain degree if | don't get shot down, like |
do.__a lot" says P-nut, who seems to be the driving force between a lot of 311
most ambitious undertakings.

For a group of guys that does not seem like they are slowing down any time
soon, it seems convenient that the fuel that these guys need to keep gaing at
such a high level is conveniently appearing in front of them each and every
night. To P-nut and the boys from 311, being out there live and taking in the
energy from the fans in the crowd is something that will never get old.

“It's a different thing when you're pushing it into people and you're staring st
them and you're both swealing. Its magsc. There's nothing like being on stage
with my four best friends. | think everyone knows il as they see the look on my
face.”

Fallow 311 on twitter @311 and P-Nut @Pnut
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